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The Australian Federal Government currently provide a range of tax incentives and 
grants to businesses aimed at supporting research, innovation and export. 

Whether you are eligible for a government grant depends 

on a number of factors including the size and nature of 
your business, your financial position, staff numbers and 

geographic location.

As a starting point, here is a quick guide to some of the 
various options available at the date of this fact sheet.

Research & Development Tax Incentive

Lodged as part of a company’s income tax return, this is a 

tax offset based on the company’s R&D activities during the 

year.

+ Companies with aggregate turnover below $20m 

could be eligible for a refundable tax offset on R&D 
expenses equal to their corporate rate + 18.5%.

+ Companies with aggregate turnover of $20m or more 

could be eligible for a non-refundable tax offset on 

R&D expenses equal to their corporate rate + 8.5% 

or 16.5%, depending on R&D Intensity.

We work closely with R&D specialists to assess companies’ 

eligibility and to submit their claims as part of the income 

tax return. 

Early Stage Innovation Companies Tax Incentive

This is an incentive provided to investors in Early ESICs, 
designed to make startups more attractive to angel 

investors for capital raising. Eligible investors will receive:

+ A non-refundable carry-forward tax offset equal to 

20% of their investment (up to $200k); and

+ No capital gain (or losses) on the disposal of the 

shares if held between 12 months and 10 years.

There are multiple eligibility requirements around the 

company and the investors, including a points system. 

There are also specific reporting duties for the company in 

regard to the investors.

See our article Tax Incentives for Early Stage Investors for 

more information and contact us if you would like us to 

assess your eligibility, provide assurances to potential 
investors or help you to claim the incentives from the ATO.

Accelerating Commercialisation Grant

This grant is aimed at helping businesses commercialise 

their products, processes and services. It provides:

+ Access to a network of expert advisors

+ Matched funding for 50% of commercialisation 

expenses, up to $1m.

Applicants must have a combined turnover under $20m for 
the previous three years and meet criteria on market 

opportunity, value proposition, management capability, 

execution plan and national benefit.

CSIRO Kick-Start

Up to $50k as dollar-matched grants, to help support 

businesses (turnover between $1.5m and $100m) conduct 
short-term CSIRO research, where they:

+ Research new ideas with commercial potential;

+ Develop novel or improved products or processes; or

+ Test self-developed novel products, to inform 

research and development activities.

The Export Market Development Grant

Administered by Austrade, the EMDG aims to encourage 

Australian SME businesses to develop overseas markets.

The scheme can provide up to eight grants to each eligible 
applicant for various marketing costs up to a maximum of 

$150,000.

Small Business Export Loans
Export Finance Australia Loans

These provide options to secure loans to support your 

export activities when banks are unable to help. 
________

Please contact Accru if you have questions about these 

opportunities or would like our help with your applications. 

Disclaimer: This fact sheet is of a general nature only and is not 
intended to be relied upon as, nor to be a substitute for, specific 
professional advice.  No responsibility for loss occasioned to any person 
acting or refraining from action as a result of this information can be 
accepted. 
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